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Research Question
What is the History of the Multicultural Personnel

and Troops at Fort Ord During World War [I?
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Disclosure Statement

Due to the changes in terminology
throughout history that describes
different ethnic cultures
some of the terminology and spelling used In

this presentation are according to

the original research documentation.
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The Fort Ord Panorama Courtesy of DLI.FLC POM Archives

i coulsDETFLC POM Archives  17SEP43PAN
THIS IS PROBABLY the only time you'll ever see one soldier being
so polite to help another doggie out of a GI rig But in this case who

5 can blame the Amphib Engmeer. He's helping WAC Sergeant M:
courtesy DLI/FLC POM Archives SFEB43PAN Louise Juelke who attended an Amphib dance at the American Leg?g

Hall in Monterey. Panorama photo

February 5, 1943 September 24, 1943 June 12, 1942
WAC SSgt. Mary Louise Juelke
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Guadalcanal Vets October 8, 1943

coutésty DL

The Fort Ord Panorama Courtesy of DLI. FLC POM Archives
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Rounding into shape as a first-class musical organization is the “A Cappella Choir” of Co. D, 48th
Quartermaster Regiment, at the Presidio. The group is directed by Lt. A. B. Addlestone and is led by
Sgt. Samuel McCurry. Front row, left to right are Von Sapenter,, Albert Ponder, Gecrge and Albie
Caldwell, Sgt. Harry Smith, Jeseph Bell, Toussaint J ennings, William Butler and Sgt. McCurry. Back
row, Hamilton Ponder, Marvin Cooper, Corporal Leon Perry, Lonis Brown, Thomas Cheney, Clarence
Dunn and Robert Sapenter. They will sing Sunday on the Fort Ord radio broadcast. —Photo by Heidrick




Quartermasters Units
December 25, 1942 September 25, 1942

FRE ey
courtesy of DEMEEC POM Archives 25SEP42PANS

The Fort Ord Panorama Courtesy of DLI.FLC POM Archives
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“Negro Service Club ”Members of
the Colored Unit now at Fort Ord”
(Fort Ord Panorama 1943)

Let’s All Buy A Record

“CHECKERS” McTEER, member of a colored unit now at Fort Ord
and former checker-playing champion in civilian life, takes on 12 checker
players and two chess players at one sitting in the Negro Service Club.
“Checkers” won all his games and his challenge is still open, Any one on
the Post is eligible to take a crack at beating him .That goes for Officers,
EM and Civilian Personnel. Call 519 for further details.

January 22, 1943 May 16, 1943
First “All Negro WAACS”

Courtesy of DLI.FLC POM Archives
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June 6 1942 Cooks and Bakers

June 11, 1942
Cooks and Bakers
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c“omi!sy of DLI/FLC R@M Archives  11JUN42PAN.

The Fort Ord Panorama Courtesy of DLI.FLC POM Archives
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April 12, 1942 Filipino Barbeque

October 23, 1942 1
1 g Filipino Infantry
© %1 Regiment at Dinning Hall

oy

The Fort Ord Panorama Courtesy of DLI.FLC POM Archlves
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Italian Quartermaster Service Unit September 1944

A QUARTERMASTER SERVICE UNIT, composed of men formerly with the
Italian Army, arrived at Fort Ord this week for duty, with the Service
Command Unit here, Pictures here show the members of the unit going
through the usual procedure connected with a change of station. At top,
left, two Italian officers (left and center) confer with the Italian First
Sergeant, At right, above, the boys dig in to fix the first meal for the unit.
At left, the men are making their beds, cleaning the barracks, sweeping
the floor, and getting ready for that Saturday morning inspection. All
members of the unit were former Prisoners of War, but since the capitula-
tion of Italy, have volunteered for service duty with the U. S. Army.
(See story.) Panorama photos

Italian Service Company Arrives;
|Duties Here to Be Determined Later

A Quartermaster Service Unit,|the same as working Prisoners of
composed of 102 fornfer members of | War, Food rations are the same as
the Italian Army, arrived for duty |those of an American unit, and are
at Fort Ord this week; while at the |slightly altered to suit the Italian
same time post policy regarding |taste. The men are issued Class “X”
their status while garrisoned here | American clothing. Shoulder and
was being formed by staff officers|cap patches reading “Italy” have
at Post Headquarters. Ebccn sewn on all uniforms.

Members of the unit were for-
merly Prisoners of War, most of
them, it was learned, captured by
the Allies during the North African
campaign. Since the capitulation of
Italy, the men have volunteered for
duty with the U, S, Army, \
have been formed in to a Quar

d

courtesy DLI/FLC POM Archives 29SEP44PAN

master unit
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POW Natl Archives 111-SC-338976
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“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”
Christmas 1944

FORT ORD

PANODAMA

286,959 casualties
In World War I

50,000 trained for
war deployment at
Fort Ord.

The Fort Ord Panorama Courtesy of DLI.FLC POM Archives
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Black Troops in the Quartermaster Units
1st Filipino Regiment Units

Italian Prisoners of War/U.S. Army
Quartermaster Unit

German Prisoners of War

Women’s Auxiliary Army Corp

Executive Order 9066 Japanese
Internees/Draftees, Italian and German
Relocation
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Unofficial Quartermaster Units

Quartermaster Corp was developed for organization,
supply and services. Prior to the draft of WWII the “Negro
Personnel coming into the Army were processed and
trained at Fort Knox and Fort Dix”. (Royall 1948)

February 1942 - First “Colored” USO opens in Monterey to
accommodate the Black troops drafted to Fort Ord during
World War II. (Porter,C. 2001)

February 8, 1943 “Negro History Week” designated by Fort
Ord Military Base. (Panorama 1942)

May 1947 — The Only all “Negro Women’s Army Detachment”
In the U.S. Army consisting of 107 at Fort Ord.

2003 Garnero Research



SEGREGATION UNDER SIEGE

S SPW/elp/2596
53 2 10 August 15L8

{: T“ ;3'3 7/53 f‘/.z/x.n

I an Mti.ng in referenca to your letter of August 2nd with
which yeu inclosed a telegram frem the Mayors of Monterey C.mel
and Paciflic Giove, Celifornis, concemina tho tmin:hz Hegro
personcel at Fo*b Ord, Califormilse. : L Ssen

e.xpa:deg existing facilities for the purpose of processing and traine
ing indlvicduals at installations located in the general area frum
which they are enlisted or inducted. This procecure results in con=
s{dsrable saving in tims and meney, both to ike indivicdual and the
Governuent, by reducing ths t“avel involved, I% is also considered
acv a.rte.geo\.s %o irais personnel neer their homes during their initdal
service in the Amyy,.

For the foregolng reascns, Fort Ord, Califoraia, is the most
favoradbls location west of the Mississippl River whare both white
and Negro personnel coming into the Amy from the western part of
the United Siates can ba procsssed and trained, I¢ has acceréingly
been designated as a Replacement Training Ceater for white and Nego
perseanels

/rm»'/ﬁé -

~
=4

The Army heedquarters responsible for the acninistration of
Fort Crd has been directed to got in touch with the local civilian
suthorities ia order t0 acguaint them with the problems with which
they will bo conironted end Ciscuss measures for futire cooporaticn.

ﬁ’ﬁ‘lw‘a e/

Sincersly yours,

(Signed) KENNETH C, ROYALL

Inclosure < Xenneth Ce Royail

Telegram fr Mayors to Secretary ol the Amy

Son Knowland 31 July L8. =

CC: .Secretary of the army (2) @
vChief of sStaff et R T e S M A
TAG NATED — DTYITY BINTE OF T

L&D Comaback

200

For the foregolng reascms, Fort Ord, Califoraia, 1z ths mosi
favorable location west of the Mississippl River whare both white
ard Negro personnel coming into the Amy from the westemn part of

e United States can bs processed and trained, IV has accerelngly
been deslignated a3 a Replacement Training Ceater for while and Negro
persennel,



April 1942 - 1st Filipino Infantry Regiment
Activated at Fort Ord Military Base

Filipino troops fate was to be sent to the frontline for fighting
of were a part of the “Cooks and Bakers” at Fort Ord.

December 1942- The 1st Women'’s
Auxiliary Corp formed at Fort Ord.

The Women in the WAACs were a part of the Quartermaster
Corp with supply, administrative or nursing duties.
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FORT ORD FORMER PRISONER OF WAR CAMP 1943
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Itallan and Japanese Fate
February 19 1942 PreS|dentFrankI|nRooseveltlssued

Executive Order 9066 establishing military areas that removed
Japanese, Italian and German American form those areas. (Ng 2001)

2500 Monterey Italiansand an undisclosed number of Japanese and
German were arrested and sent to internment camps within 5 days of
the executive order.

Japanese males 17 years in internment camps 17 years of age or older
drafted into U.S. Army many sent back to Fort Ord for processingand
training. 442nd (Japanese) Division (February 1, 1943) which ultimately
received the President’s Citation Award and Japanese from Hawaii
became the 100t Battalion (April 20, 1943).

September 29, 1944 — 102 members of former Italian Army arrives

at Fort Ord to forma new U.S. Army Italian Quartermaster Unit.
2003 Garnero Research




Conclusion-wnat is the History of the Multicultural
Personnel & Troops at Fort Ord During World War I11?

In answer to the above research question, Fort Ord Military Base
1917-1994 became a base for the multicultural personnel
because of an official order sign by Kenneth Royall, the U.S.
Department of Army Secretary of War in 1948. Though the order
was not signed until 1948, troops from 1942 forward were
unofficially sent to Fort Ord for processing and training. This
became the precedent for the 15t Filipino and Women’s Army
Corp and a German and Italian POW Camp and later formed the
1st Italian Corp. Many of the Army personnel stationed at Fort
Ord settle on the Monterey Peninsula as permanent residents
making this a rare and unique multicultural community.
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Garnero 2003

email

fortordhistory@yahoo.com
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http://www.fortordbase.org/
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