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   Research Question 
 

     What is the History of the Multicultural Personnel  
 

  and Troops at Fort Ord During World War II? 
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Disclosure Statement 
 

Due to the changes in  terminology  
 

throughout history that describes  
 

different ethnic cultures 
  

some of the terminology and spelling used in  
 

this presentation are according to  

the original research documentation.   
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The Fort Ord Panorama Courtesy of DLI.FLC POM Archives  

February 5, 1943           September 24, 1943            June 12, 1942 

                                 WAC SSgt. Mary Louise Juelke 
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Guadalcanal Vets October 8, 1943 

         The Fort Ord Panorama Courtesy of DLI.FLC POM Archives 
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1st Filipino Unit Regiment 
 

September 18, 1942                                   October 30, 1942 
                                 

    The Fort Ord Panorama Courtesy of DLI.FLC POM Archives 
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The Fort Ord Panorama Courtesy of DLI.FLC POM Archives 

March 20, 1942                         May 22, 1942                         

                            Cited For Bravery 

Quartermaster Units 
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The Fort Ord Panorama Courtesy of DLI.FLC POM Archives 

First “Colored” New Service Club 1942 

December 11, 1940  Capella Choir Co D  

48th Quartermaster Regiment  

Quartermaster Units 
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Quartermasters Units  

 December 25, 1942     September 25, 1942 

The Fort Ord Panorama Courtesy of DLI.FLC POM Archives 
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    January 22, 1943                    May 16, 1943  
                                                  First “All Negro WAACS” 

Courtesy of DLI.FLC POM Archives 

 

 

“Negro Service Club ”Members of  

the Colored Unit now at Fort Ord”  
(Fort Ord Panorama 1943) 
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The Fort Ord Panorama Courtesy of DLI.FLC POM Archives 

June 6 1942 Cooks and Bakers                         

     June 11, 1942  

Cooks and Bakers  
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April 12, 1942 Filipino Barbeque 

The Fort Ord Panorama Courtesy of DLI.FLC POM Archives 

October 23, 1942 1st 

Filipino Infantry 

Regiment at Dinning Hall 
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1st Filipino Regiment 

October 23, 1942 

The Fort Ord Panorama Courtesy of DLI.FLC POM Archives 



2003  Garnero Research  

              1st Brigade Women Auxiliary Army Corp and Quartermasters 

Fort Ord Yearbook 1968  

Courtesy of Steven Levinson Fort Ord Historical Archives 
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WACs and Patches 

Fort Ord Yearbook 1969                Fort Ord Yearbook 1955  

Courtesy of Steven Levinson Fort Ord Historical Archives 

6th ID G Co 63rd Regiment 

WACs Records 
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Battalion Commander LTC Clyde  

Orr Second Battalion 3rd Brigade 

    Fort Ord Yearbook 1969             Fort Ord Yearbook 1953 

Courtesy of Steven Levinson Fort Ord Historical Archives 

Sergeant Murphy 6th 

ID C Co 63rd Regiment 
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“Goodbye Civvies” (Fort Ord Yearbook 1953) 

Courtesy of Steven Levinson Fort Ord Historical Archives 

 

Quartermaster Unit  

Record Processing 

Fort Ord Yearbook 1955 
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1958 Yearbook 

Courtesy of Steven Levinson Fort Ord Historical Archives 

 

Troop Integration 
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1st Brigade Shipping Out 

Fort Ord Yearbook 1958 

Courtesy of Steven Levinson Fort Ord Historical Archives 
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Italian Quartermaster Service Unit September 1944 
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Prison Officer Fort Ord Prisoner of War Camp March 1943 
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Italian and German Prisoners of War at Fort Ord POW CAMP 
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“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” 

The Fort Ord Panorama Courtesy of DLI.FLC POM Archives 

Christmas 1944 

286,959 casualties 

in World War II 

 

50,000 trained for 

war deployment at 

Fort Ord. 
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• Black Troops in the Quartermaster Units 

• 1st Filipino Regiment Units  

• Italian Prisoners of War/U.S. Army 
Quartermaster Unit 

• German Prisoners of War 

• Women’s Auxiliary Army Corp  

• Executive Order 9066 Japanese 

Internees/Draftees, Italian and German 
Relocation 

 

WHO  
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Unofficial Quartermaster Units 
 
 
Quartermaster Corp was developed for organization, 

supply and services. Prior to the draft of WWII the “Negro 

Personnel coming into the Army were processed and 

trained at Fort Knox and Fort Dix”. (Royall 1948) 

February 1942 - First “Colored” USO opens in Monterey to 

accommodate the Black troops drafted to Fort Ord during 

World War II. (Porter,C. 2001) 

February 8, 1943 “Negro History Week” designated by Fort 

Ord Military Base. (Panorama 1942) 

May 1947 – The Only all “Negro Women’s Army Detachment” 

in the U.S. Army consisting of 107 at Fort Ord. 
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Official Order for “reasons, Fort Ord, 

California is most favorable location… 

for both white and Negro personnel to 

be processed and trained”. 

Secretary of the Army Kenneth Royall 

(1948) 

Why  
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April 1942 - 1st Filipino Infantry Regiment 
Activated at Fort Ord Military Base 

 
 
 
 

December 1942- The 1st Women’s 
Auxiliary Corp formed at Fort Ord. 

Filipino troops fate was to be sent to the frontline for fighting 

of were a part of the “Cooks and Bakers” at Fort Ord. 

The Women in the WAACs were a part of the Quartermaster 

Corp with supply, administrative or nursing duties. 
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March 1943 - The First Italian 

and German Prisoners arrive at 

Fort Ord into the Confinement 

Center (estimated 500 prisoners) 

now removed but originally by 

the Horse Stable on Ninth Street. 

August 8, 1944 - Undisclosed 

number of German prisoners 

attempted to escape their 

internment at the Fort Ord 

prisoner of war camp by digging 

a tunnel under the recreation hall. 

(Monterey County Herald 8Aug 

1944) 
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Italian and Japanese Fate   

• February 19, 1942 – President Franklin Roosevelt issued  

 Executive Order 9066 establishing military areas that removed  

 Japanese, Italian and German American form those areas. (Ng 2001) 

 

• 2500 Monterey Italians and an undisclosed number of Japanese and 
German were arrested and sent to internment camps within 5 days of 
the executive order. 

 

• Japanese males 17 years in internment camps 17 years of age or older 
drafted into U.S. Army many sent back to Fort Ord for processing and 
training. 442nd (Japanese) Division (February 1, 1943) which ultimately 
received the President’s Citation Award and Japanese from Hawaii 
became the 100th Battalion (April 20, 1943). 

 

• September 29, 1944 – 102 members of former Italian Army arrives 
at Fort Ord to form a new U.S. Army Italian Quartermaster Unit. 
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Conclusion-What is the History of the Multicultural 

Personnel & Troops at Fort Ord During World War II? 

 
In answer to the above research question, Fort Ord Military Base 

1917-1994 became a base for the multicultural personnel 

because of an official order sign by Kenneth Royall, the U.S. 

Department of Army Secretary of War in 1948. Though the order 

was not signed until 1948, troops from 1942 forward were 

unofficially sent to Fort Ord for processing and training. This 

became the precedent for the 1st Filipino and Women’s Army 

Corp and a German and Italian POW Camp and later formed the 

1st Italian Corp.  Many of the Army personnel stationed at Fort 

Ord settle on the Monterey Peninsula as permanent residents 

making this a rare and unique multicultural community. 
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http://www.fortordbase.org 

 

Garnero 2003 

email 

fortordhistory@yahoo.com 

http://www.fortordbase.org/
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